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John’s Story



Personal 
Journey

• “When Death Becomes Life” 
– Joshua D. Mezrich, M.D.

• “Gifted” – Robert Horsey

Knowledge is power

• Transplant Games San Diego, 
July 2022

Transcending borders



Advocacy
•Don’t say “NO”



Statistics



John’s 
Statistics:

• 6 Major Organs
• 1 Cornea
• 166 Tissue recipients

• Second Skin Request

Recipients:

• 22 States
• 3 Countries

They Reside 
In:



8 Lives saved by one 
donor

75 Lives or more are 
improved through 

tissue donation

5,000 Illinois and 
Indiana residents 

waiting for an organ 
donation to save their 

life

Illinois/Indiana Average Donor Statistics



2024:
• More than 48,000 transplants from 24,000 donors

2023:
• 39,000 Organ Transplants from deceased donors;
• 23,000 Living Donor transplants

2022:
• 14,903 Organ Transplants from deceased donors
• 6,466 Living Donor transplants
• https://www.hrsa.gov/

National Statistics



In 2024, 

• More than 48,000 transplants from 24,000 donors brought renewed life to patients, their 
families, and their communities.

• More than 100,000 people are waiting on the national transplant waiting list for lifesaving 
organ transplants.

• Nearly 60% of patients on the national transplant waiting list are from multicultural 
communities. 

• Another person is added to the national organ transplant waiting list every 8 minutes
• 13 people die each day while waiting for a transplant.

•  Over 5,600 people in the U.S die each year while on the transplant waiting list.



170 Million People 
         Currently Registered 

as Organ Donors



3 / 1000 actually  become 
donors

That is expressed as: 

.3%

.003

170,000,000 x 8 
=1,360,000,000 registered 

donors



86% of patients on the waiting list are waiting for a kidney. The 
average waiting time for a kidney from a deceased donor is 3 to 5 
years. 

A kidney from a living donor offers patients an alternative to years 
of dialysis and time on the national transplant waiting list (the 
living donor’s remaining kidney will increase in size, doing the 
work of two healthy kidneys).

9% of patients waiting are in need of a liver. Living donation of 
part of the liver can help these patients (the remaining portion of 
the donor liver will regenerate within 4 months and regain full 
function). 

More than 40% of all deceased donors are age 50 or older; 9% are 
age 65 or older



More than 2.5 million lifesaving and healing tissue 
transplants are performed each year, ffering patients a 
new chance at healthy, productive, and normal lives. 

A single tissue donor can help more than 75 people.

More than 78,000 corneal transplants helped to restore 
sight in 2023.

Living donation is not included in your deceased donor 
registration



Grief & 
Mental 
Health 

Awareness



Go at your own pace



Providers Make the 
Difference



What matters 
most? 

• The level of work and 
care with which a loved 
one was treated. That 
they were treated as an 
individual, with a name, 
with care and respect. 
They are looked after 
and cared for when 
their family is unable to 
be present.



Transplantation 
and the Future



Time is of the 
Essence 

• Transport
• Treatment
• Intensive care
• Brain Death Declared
• Evaluation
• Authorization
• Matching
• Logistics/Coordination of Recipients
• Surgery



Upwards Trend in 
Success Rates

The future is bright



Areas of Improvement

• Technology

• Storage

• Logistics

• Matching

• Communication

• Transportation

• Legislation

• Training and Education

• Providers, Care Givers, 
Technicians



A Part of a Part 







Questions



Data sources:

• OPTN data as of Jan. 9, 2025. 2023 Annual Data 
Report. Scientific Registry of Transplant 
Recipients;

• https://srtr.transplant.hrsa.gov/annual_reports/
Default.aspx. Accessed March 
2025https://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/

• https://www.hrsa.gov/

• https://www.organdonor.gov/

• giftofhope.org

• donatelife.net

https://www.hrsa.gov/
https://www.organdonor.gov/
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